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The World Order: 1945–2011 Teaching Program 

Topic: Change in the Modern World – Option D 
Indicative hours: 30 

Students 
investigate 
 

Content Historical Concepts and Skills and Outcomes 

Survey: World Order 
1945-1991  
 
An overview of the 
Cold War world and 
superpower rivalry   
 
 

Chapter 1: ‘Surveying the World 
Order 1945-1989’ pp. 8-14   
 

Worksheet: ‘Superpower rivalry and the Cold War’: p. 11 
 
Worksheet: ‘Interpretations’: p.13 
 
Activity block: p. 14   
 
Source analysis: ‘The end of history or a clash of civilisations?’: p.14  
 
Activity: Chapter review p. 24 

Survey: World Order 
1945-1991  
 
Challenges of the 
United Nations during 
the Cold War 1946-
1991    
 

Chapter 1: ‘Surveying the World 
Order 1945-1989’ pp. 15-17  
 

Worksheet: ‘Shifting the Centre of Power – the emergence of the UN’ : p.17 
 
Source analysis: Article 1 of the charter of the United Nations: p.17   
 
Activity block: p. 17 
 
Key features: The role of the United Nations   
 
Activity: Chapter review p. 24 
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Survey: World Order 
1945-1991  
 
The emergence of the 
‘American Century’     
 

Chapter 1: ‘Surveying the World 
Order 1945-1989’ pp. 18-21  
 

Worksheet: ‘The American Century’: p. 19  
 
Source analysis ‘The American Century’: p. 20 
 
Activity block: p.21  
 
Key features: The ‘American Century’  
 
Activity: Chapter review p. 24 

Survey: World Order 
1945-1991  
 
The fall of the Berlin 
Wall      
 

Chapter 1: ‘Surveying the World 
Order 1945-1989’ pp.21-22   
 

Activity: Chapter review p. 24 
 

Focus: The collapse of 
the USSR and nature of 
post-Soviet societies  
 
Reasons for the 
collapse of the Soviet 
Union and the role of 
Mikhail Gorbachev   

Chapter 2: ‘The collapse of the 
USSR and nature of post-Soviet 
societies’ pp. 27-36 
 

Source analysis: ‘Views on perestroika’ p. 29-30   
 
Source analysis: ‘Glasnost’ p. 32  
 
Activity block: p. 32  
 
Worksheet: ‘Policy or historical forces?’ p.34   
 
Source Analysis: ‘The August 1991 coup’ p. 35 
 
Worksheet: ‘Photographic exhibition’ p. 36  
 
Activity block: p.36  
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Key features: Collapse of the USSR and its impact on Russia and Eastern 
Europe   
 
End of chapter activity block: p.55 

Focus: The collapse of 
the USSR and nature of 
post-Soviet societies  
 
Political, social and 
cultural impacts of the 
dissolution of the 
USSR and Eastern 
Europe    

Chapter 2: ‘The collapse of the 
USSR and nature of post-Soviet 
societies’ pp. 36-47  
 

Source analysis: ‘Transitioning the Russian economy’ p. 38  
 
Source analysis: ‘Yeltsin’s view of shock therapy’ p.39  
 
Worksheet: ‘Speech’ p. 40  
 
Activity block: p.41 and p. 42  
 
Activity block: p.44  
 
Activity block: p.46  
 
Worksheet: ‘Change: from communism to democratic liberalism’ p. 47  
 
Activity block: p.47  
 
End of chapter activity block: p.55 

Focus: The collapse of 
the USSR and nature of 
post-Soviet societies  
 
The nature of role of 
the Russian Federation 
under Vladimir Putin to 
2011     

Chapter 2: ‘The collapse of the 
USSR and nature of post-Soviet 
societies’ pp. 48-53 
 

Worksheet: ‘Feature: Putin in Power’ p. 52  
 
Activity block: p. 52  
 
Source analysis: ‘Putin in power’ p. 52  
 
Activity: ‘Putin: A Personality cult?’ p. 53  
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Key features: Nature of post-Soviet Russia and Eastern Europe    
 
End of chapter activity block: p.55 

Focus: The influence of 
the USA internationally 
1991-2011  
 
The nature of US 
foreign policy in the 
post-Cold War world, 
including the use of 
hard and soft power   

Chapter 3: ‘The United States’ 
International Influence’ pp. 58- 64 
 

Worksheet: ‘Mind map: US foreign policy in the post-Cold War world’ p. 58  
 
Worksheet: ‘Hard and soft power’ p. 62 
 
Activity block: p. 64   
 
Key features: role of the United States in post-Cold War global history  
 
End of chapter activity block: p.88 

Focus: The influence of 
the USA internationally 
1991-2011  
 
Supporters and 
opponents of US 
foreign policy, focusing 
on Europe, Asia and 
Middle East    

Chapter 3: ‘The United States’ 
International Influence’ pp. 64-86 
 

Activity block: p.65  
 
Worksheet: ‘Putin’s Munich Speech’ p.66  
 
Source analysis: ‘US Foreign Policy and NATO’ p.67  
 
Source analysis: ‘NATO against Serbia’ p.70  
 
Activity block: p.70  
 
Source analysis: ‘US-China relations’ p. 74  
 
Worksheet: ‘America in Asia’ p.74  
 
Activity block: p.75  
 
Worksheet: ‘US position on Israel-Palestine relations’ p.78  
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Worksheet: ‘The Americans in the Middle East’ p. 84  
 
Activity block: p.85  
 
Historiography ‘Americans in the Middle East’ p. 85  
 
Key features: challenges for US foreign policy    
 
End of chapter activity block: p.88 

Focus: New centres of 
global power 1989-2011  

 

The emergence, growth 
and influence of the 
European Union   

Chapter 4: ‘New Centres of Global 
Power, 1991-2011’ pp. 90-100 

 

Worksheet: ‘A United States of Europe? Monnet and De Gaulle?’ p. 93 

 

Source analysis: ‘Federalism versus Nationalism’ p. 94  

 

Activity block: p.94  

 

Activity block: p.96  

 

Activity block: p.98  

 

Worksheet: ‘The GFC and the European Union’ p. 100  
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Activity block: p. 100 

 

End of chapter activity block: p.114  

Focus: New centres of 
global power 1989-2011  

 

The rise and influence of 
BRIC: Brazil, Russia, India 
and China    

Chapter 4: ‘New Centres of Global 
Power, 1991-2011’ pp. 100-104   

 

Worksheet: ‘The emergence of BRIC’ p.103 

 

Source analysis: ‘BRIC’ p. 104  

 

Activity block: p. 104  

 

End of chapter activity block: p.114  

Focus: New centres of 
global power 1989-2011  

 

Resurgence of modern 
nationalisms and the 
influence of non-state 
actors    

Chapter 4: ‘New Centres of Global 
Power, 1991-2011’ pp. 104-112  

 

Worksheet: ‘The rise of modern nationalism’ p. 106  

 

Activity block: p.108  

 

Activity block: p. 110  

 

Activity block: p.111  

 

Activity block: p.112  
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End of chapter activity block: p.114  

Focus: The United 
Nations in post-Cold War 
history 1991-2011  

 

International challenges 
to peace and security in 
the post-Cold War world 
and debate over the role 
and influence of the 
United Nations   

Chapter 5: ‘The United Nations in 
post-Cold War history 1991-2011’ pp. 
116 -120  

 

Activity block: p.118  

 

Key features: The role of the United Nations  

 

End of chapter activity block: p.141  

 

Focus: The United 
Nations in post-Cold War 
history 1991-2011  

 

Assessment of the role 
and impact of the United 
Nations as international 
peacekeeper   

Chapter 5: ‘The United Nations in 
post-Cold War history 1991-2011’ pp. 
121-140 

 

Source analysis: ‘United Nations’ failure in the former Yugoslavia’ p. 124  

 

Activity block: p. 124  

 

Source analysis: ‘Trevor Findlay on Cambodia’ p. 127  

 

Activity block: p. 127  

 

Activity block: p. 131  
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Source analysis: ‘The role of the media in inciting hatred in Rwanda’ p. 133-134  

 

Source analysis: ‘Dalliare recalls Rwanda’ p.135  

 

Activity block: p.137  

 

Activity block: p.139  

 

End of chapter activity block: p.141  

Summary of the The 
Changing World Order   

Chapter 6: ‘Conclusion’ pp. 142-144   

 

End of chapter activity block: p.144  
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